OK. so when il comes to travel
these days everyone's been every.
where and seen everything, right?
Wrong. Pick up a copy of Sri
Lanka'’s Other Half, a ground-break-
ing guidebook published recently,
and you'll be catapulted into a
whole new world of adventure,

Discovering psychedelic kovils
(Hindu temples) that cling precari-
ously to rugged cliffs, ancient jun-
gle ruins, pristine rainforests, the
largest elephant gathering in the
world and huge freshwater man-
grove lagoons, this book reveals
the other half of Sri Lanka, truly

one of the most exciting new
places to be in Asia right now

Powerful photographs of the
people that make each of the
places so  unforgettable and
unigue, bring the .-
book to life, and as
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you'll find vourself
drawn into an exhil-
arating trip through
fascinating areas
that almost no trav
eller has seen for 30
years because of Sri
Lanka's bitter civil
war with the Tamil
Tigers.

Get Immersed in
this book and vouwll
instantly want to
jump onto the back of
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‘LOVE TRIANGLE WITH SIII LANKA'
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a motorbike or into a car, van, bus,
train or three-wheeler and head
north!

But this is not your usual guide
book, simply telling vou where to
go and what to see. As every trav-
eller knows, it's not just about the
places, but about the people vou
meet along the way. Inspirational
interviews with local peaple give
an insight into what the major
attractions mean from a local per-
spective. Enjoy reading the excit
ing highlights, whether it's about a
beach hut miles from anvwhere,
where just off shore, up to a thou
sand spinner dolphins fly through
the air ar in places like Batticaloa
how fish will sing
to you through the
night. The book's
double-page guide
sections will
reveal not only
how to get to these
secret spots, but
also help vou find
quirky places to
eal and incredi-

ble sites to visit,
from hot healing

springs to the
islands off
Jaffna,

Travel photo-
journalist Juliet
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Juliet Cuumh& and Dalu;rParﬁr presenting the book to Minisur Jagoda

Coombe and Dalsy Perry co-writer
from  bestselling  guidebook

‘Around The Fort in 80 lives set off

on their epic road journey to
record their experiences as the
first tourists and guidebook writ-
ers into these extragpdinary and
until recently undocumented
partsof the country On roads less
travelled, they competed in
Trincomalee market with herds of
spotted deer, found alien-sized jel-
lyfish in Batticaloa, original
JalTna horse carvers in their tradi-
tional workshops in Jaffoa, and
even artists cashing in on the war
by hand painting on bullets.
starting their trip in the centre of
Sri Lanka at the temple complex of
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Nalanda Gedige, they met an
archaeologist and tried a banguet
of traditional Sri Lankan rice and
curry in a natural forest setting,

Juliet and Daisy headed to the
east coast, meeting characters that
confirm that life in Sri Lanka is
never dull, from Meera Mohideen
an _ intrepid fisherman In
Batticaloa to Charith Senanayake
whose mission is to preserve the
traditionally fished mangroves,
The east coast has always had an
alluring reputation for calm
turquoise seas and beaches with
boat trips to uninhabited islands
and for the twitchier; there's plenty
of bird life

To prove this guidebook is for

OTHER HALF

evervone and not jost the extrems
backpacker - Juliet and her second
son, six week old Amzar, flew
north into former Tiger Land in
an old war plane to discover Sri
Lanka's northern most city Jaffna

The north-east is famous for its
stoic Portuguese-Dutch fortresses.
coffee, fat Havana-like cigars, clas-
sic vintage cars, and the seven
islands - the crown jewels to Sri
Lanka. To get to this compulsively
fascinating northern province
hire a van or a boat or take the 15
hour bus ride from Colombo
Central Bus station to Jaffna. This
is an incredible journey through
giant salt pans and the controver-
sial Elephant Pass, a 1km long
causeway revealing war ruins,
lush lagoons and towns that are
jumble of crumbling colonial
buildings. At the end of this bone-
crunching bus journey, enjoy a few
hours in Jaffna's magnificent pub-
lic library - with over 100,000 books
to plek from.

As a well-travelled BBC Lonely
Planet photojournalist who's been
to 143 countries to total, Juliet was
totally amazed by this region of
Sri Lanka. She says ‘In my opin-
fon, it's one of the most exciting
and inspirational places to be
right now in Asia. Adding

‘We really hope our book will
lead to a revival of the north and
east as traveller's destinations,
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