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ALL ABOUT PEOPLE 
We at Sri Serendipity recognise that smart people choose 
imaginative guide books. Our unique selling point is 
people, local knowledge and stories

Update of Sri Lanka’s Other Half
The first guide written to the north of Sri 
Lanka, which was shut off to tourism for 26 
years due to the recently ended civil war. 
Filled with Juliet Coombe’s stunning pictures 
and in-depth interviews with the people that 
make Sri Lanka such a wonderful place, as 
well as plenty of practical advice, this will 
appeal to all travellers who really want to get 
to know a place and avoid the tourist traps.

 

Galle Fort Diary, Little Black Book and 2011 Calendar
Be an intrepid advertiser like Intrepid Travel, who are keen to sponsor the Little Black 
Book and fully brand it for 2011. Such was the success of their ad placed in Around the 
Fort which so far has generated 30 sales of new adventure holidays worth £2,000 from 
120 enquires … Not bad for a £500 advertisement. Other opportunities include the 
vibrant Galle Fort 2011 Diary and the calendar filled with  images of Sri Lanka.

Around the Fort in 80 Lives 
We are currently updating Around the Fort in 80 Lives – 
our bestselling book on Galle Fort and the people who 
live there.
The first print run has sold out and we are reprinting at 
10,000 copies.

Tea Book – Addicted series 
With a special artist’s edition including 12 featured 
artists, this book is ideal for advertisers who have a 
vested interest in the business of tea and high-end 
villas. The book includes tea recipes and is a one-stop 
guide to everything to do with tea cuisine, planter’s 
properties you can rent, tea history, tea trails, tea art and 
the best cream teas on the island. 60 Hits

Around the island guide, picking out 60 
very different things to see and do – 60 
Hits is quite unlike any other guidebook – 
we guarantee you’ll get addicted to this 
new way of travelling!

Sri Lanka 
Unexplained – Are 
You Myth 
Informed?
Exploring the superstitions 
and main festivals in the 
country that embody black 
magic traditions. Looking 
at both small and large 
rituals throughout a 
calendar year, Sri 
Serendipity are sending a 
psychic and a scientist 
around the island to delve 
into its darkest secrets.
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By Rathindra Kuruwita

Chronicling the history of  a city 

through the lives of  its inhabitants 

is not for the faint of  heart. But it 

is that sort of  endeavor that Juliet 

Coome has undertaken.  Although 

she has been residing in Sri Lanka 

less than four years, the feeling 

that the old world charm of  the 

Galle Fort was disappearing with 

each day, propelled her to start an 

ambitious project of  chronicling  

the lives of  all those who reside 

in the Fort, almost one and a half  

years ago.
Now, after 18 months, three pairs 

of  worn out shoes and thousands 

of  photographs later, we have 

‘Around the Fort in 80 Lives.’

“In the few years post-Tsunami 

years that I have lived in Galle 

I saw that the history was dis-

appearing; people were selling 

their houses and were moving to 

Colombo or abroad,” Juliet said. “I 

sensed that these people have lived 

here for centuries, but their stories 

will die with their migration. It 

was really important to chronicle 

their stories. Like UNESCO which 

was looking after the buildings I 

thought that I should do something 

to preserve their stories,” she 

added.
At first she picked out several 

residents of  the Fort who she 

thought were interesting, and 

recorded their stories via photo-

graphs. Originally, her plan was to 

exhibit these photographs during 

the Galle Literary Festival (GLF.) 

But the enthusiastic response of  

the people who came to see the 

exhibition made her realise that 

she should do more.
“I started the project a year and 

a half  ago. At first it was planned 

to be a side show of  the GLF. We 

had a big warehouse full of  these 

photos that told the stories of  

these individuals and we got a 

tremendous response,” she said.  

“People who visited the stall 

wanted to hear more stories, and 

I realised an exhibition that last 

only a week is not enough. That’s 

when I decided that I should write 

a book about these remarkable 

people and their lives,” she added.

300 houses 300 stories 

In search of  material for the 

book, Juliet decided to visit all 

the houses in the Galle Fort and 

talk to the owners of  these ancient 

edifices. Since many of  these 

individuals have been residing in 

the same house for centuries, she 

found out that almost all had an 

interesting tale to tell. She made a 

map of  the Galle Fort and started 

visiting the houses in a systematic 

manner so that she would not miss 

out anything.
“I started visiting houses, but 

since my language was pretty 

basic back then, I took a translator 

with me. I made a map and I ticked 

off  each house I visited, and if  I 

could not meet someone I visited 

that place over and over again 

until I met the owner. Usually the 

people who have moved out to 

Colombo would come back, and 

we would talk about the stories 

of  their forefathers and why they 

moved out,” she said. 

Although at first she thought 

the best time to visit people was 

during the evening, she quickly 

realised that this was not really 

the best time to knock on people’s 

doors.
“As time went by I realized the 

best time to visit the people homes 

was not during the evenings 

because most of  the people were 

busy watching their favourite soap 

operas,” she said. “So the best time 

to visit the people was the morn-

ing. So I went in the morning, had 

a cup of  tea, discussed about their 

lives and the history of  the houses 

they lived in,” she added.

After visiting almost 360 houses 

and taking thousands of  photo-

graphs Juliet realized that her ini-

tial idea of  limiting her book to 80 

pages was an impossible task. She 

found so many interesting stories 

and it would have been a pity to 

axe so many stories that deserved 

to be told. 
“There are around 365 buildings 

in the Fort and with the vacant 

ones the number is closer to 400. 

Sometimes one visit was not 

enough. Each time I found new 

things to photograph. So I went 

back to the same places and would 

invariably find more stuff  about 

them. In the process I wore out 

three pair of  shoes,” she confessed.

Local knowledge 

Residents of  the Galle Fort also 

gave Juliet information about 

the lesser known places in the 

Fort that she could photograph. 

Although the Fort has been 

photographed millions of  times, 

she found out that the residents 

could give her some pointers that 

the other photographers, mainly 

‘outsiders’ have missed out.

“People always told me about 

places that have not been photo-

graphed much. For example some-

one told me that the best place 

to photograph the Fort was from 

the sea. So I went and asked the 

fishermen, ‘at what time will the 

sea subside?’ and sometimes they 

would knock on my door in the 

wee hours of  the morning, to give 

me this information” she recalls.

 “After several wild goose chases, 

I finally got the chance to take the 

shot, walking to the sea and ‘shoot-

ing’ from the ramparts. I learned 

new things and as I learned more, 

the project developed from 80 

pages to 300 pages,’ she added. 

Not just a guide book

Although at first she had no idea 

of  including a glossary of  com-

monly used words, and a  compila-

tion of  places of  interest in and 

around the Fort, she later realised 

that such a guide will be beneficial 

to a ‘visiting outsider.’

“I realised that there are a lot of  

things that may confuse a visi-

tor who does not understand the 

language and the customs. I mean I 

know the meaning of  ‘Idiappa and 

Malu,’ and I know that it’s tradi-

tionally wrapped in banana leaves, 

but a ‘foreigner’ will be puzzled by 

what is inside this green parcel,” 

she said. “So I  thought that it was 

necessary to include a glossary of  

words that are used in everyday 

life. I realised that in the guide 

books about real life or about 

people. They never go out of  the 

mainstream; they would never 

talk about the Rotti shop where 

people can buy tasty but cheap 

food. I thought it was important to 

include such places as well as the 

“boutique hotels,” she added. 

Around The Fort in 80 Lives

hronicling the 
history of a cit
•• • ••• •••• •••• ••• •• • • ••• • •• ••• •

••••• •••••••• • •• • • ••• •••• •••••••• •
• ••• ••• •••• •••• ••• •• • • •••

• • ••• • ••• • •• •••••••• •••••• ••• •• • ••
• •• •• •••••••• •• •• • •••• • ••••• • • ••

• •

••• •• • • ••••••• • • •• ••••• •• ••• •• •••
• ••• •• •••

Juliet Coome is a photo journalist 

who has visited 143 countries around 

the world. But as she says,” it is only the 

Galle Fort that was able to stop me in 

my tracks.’ 
“I went to the University in London 

and my first degree was in journalism.

did my MA in new media and wired tech

nology. I then became a war correspon

dent, and covered many war situations.

came to Sri Lanka to cover the Tsunami 

and I met my husband here,” she said. 

At this year’s third Galle Literary Fes

tival January 2009, she will be talking 

about, “Everyone has a book in them” 

and,” How to turn an idea into a success

ful publishing venture.,”’  On November 

22 she will be giving a talk at Cafe 

at 42, Lighthouse Street on how to DI

your kitchen into a professional camera 

kit at 11am until 12 O’clock,  with book 

signing afterwards. “This will include tak

ing pictures with a biscuit tin, using silver 

foil as a reflector, tea bags as filters (and 

also a quick refreshment), bin liners

water proof casing and toilet rolls
camera light hoods,” Juliet said.

About the author 
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How adverts will travel?
Advertising in a well designed, beautifully written book will boost and endorse 
your business and unlike a newspaper or magazine, it will lend it a sense of 
longevity – readers will get the message that your company is here to stay, 
compared to the transient feel of an advert in an ephemeral publication.

Our books are promoted by the Sri Lanka Tourist Board who are giving out 200 
copies of each title to the world’s top journalists already guaranteeing your brand 
an opportunity to be seen by millions of readers specifically interested in the 
country.

People who read our book are usually outside their usual lifestyle routines. A 
relaxed audience has a more open mind and is therefore more receptive to 
advertising, surely the best time to get your message across.

With a book you can be ensured higher editorial to advertising ratio, meaning that 
as a client you won’t feel 'lost' amongst similar companies like in other lifestyle 
publications.

We don’t take adverts for the sake of it – if the company advert doesn’t fit with the 
style of the book we won’t run it – this ensures the book retains its integrity.

So get in while our lower rates last – as our print runs and readership grows, so will 
our advertising rates! Please see the rate card for current prices.

BOOK AND WEB ADVERTISING OPPORTUNITIES, 
PRODUCT SPONSORSHIP 
AND SPECIAL EVENTS

Why advertise 
with us?
Sriserendipity.com

We are the world leaders in publishing 
travel books and literature in Sri Lanka 
about the island.

What makes Sri Serendipity a unique 
publishing house is that we think globally 
and act locally. Juliet Coombe has 14 years 
experience at BBC Lonely Planet and seven 
years at News International. In Australia, 
she established the very popular travel 
magazine, Get Lost and is therefore well 
versed in developing new titles and 
successfully positioning them in the 
marketplace.

So who’s reading our 
books?
Well Barrack Obama for one. It might 
sound hard to believe but there are 16 
copies of our bestselling guidebook, 
Around The Fort already lining the shelves 
in the Senate Library, which inspired The 
New York Times to name Sri Lanka the 
number one place to travel to this year.
Nick Anstee the 682nd Lord Mayor of 
London said that it was the best travel 
book he’s ever read and was impressed by 
the amazing images. Backed online by one 
of our Amazon reviewers who wrote that  
it was “A beautifully written book, 
accompanied by stunning photography.”
Hiran Corray, the owner of the most 
powerful hotel group in Sri Lanka - 
Jetwing, pointed out Around the Fort in 80 
Lives  is the first guidebook on Sri Lanka 
that focuses on its people – the country’s 
greatest asset.

Meet our readers 
Through first hand market research, we 
know that our books are enjoyed by a 
highly lucrative ABC1 audience. Our 
readers tend to be smart, intellectual 
entrepreneurs with a significant 
disposable income. They are professional, 
academic and mature (often retired) 
immersion travellers from Sri Lanka and all 
over the world, with both the time and 
money to explore a place. 
Examples of professional people who have 
bought our book
• Investment bankers
• Corporate IT specialists
• Hoteliers
• Journalists
• Ambassadors
• Presidents
Sales increase in January and during the 
main tourist season,  particularly during 
the Galle Literary Festival, which now 
attracts 4,000 people interested purely in 
publishing and literature. 

GUIDE BOOK 

Reviews of Around the Fort in 80 Lives from Amazon.com
Ms. W. Owen (London) I bought this book prior to travelling to Sri Lanka and I cannot 
imagine there being a better travel book available. Every page tells a different story 
and, after having read the book, I couldn't wait to get out there! Amazing visuals and 
fascinating stories from the residents - 'Around the Fort in 80 Lives' really brings the 
island to life. Highly recommended - in fact, you would be a fool not to buy this book!
John Anthony
A stupendous book, a must for anyone interested in Sri Lanka or contemplating a visit.
Christopher Goodger 
What an enchanting and refreshing book. This is real history but brought up to date 
with the Fort weaving a seamless tapestry of colourful and unusual lives. Made all the 
more vivid and tangible by the brilliant colour photography - you can travel there from 
your own armchair! Highly recommended!


